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The cash assistance grant for a family of three in Illinois is currently pegged at 30% of the 
Federal Poverty Level (FPL).

	► The monthly grant for a family of 3, a parent and their two children, living in Illinois is $549. Parents 
share that the grant is not enough to meet their basic needs, including rent, utilities, clothing, 
personal hygiene products, diapers, transportation, etc.

Under federal law, families receiving TANF, must cooperate with child support enforcement 
efforts. They must assign their rights to child support payments to the state. In Illinois 
families receive between $100-200 depending on the number of children in the household.

	► Child support cooperation requirements can present the conflicting choice for custodial parents to 
decide between pursuing a child support claim to receive cash assistance or refusing cash assistance 
to preserve bonds and positive relationships with the noncustodial parent.  
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O B S T A C L E  F O R  T A N F  F A M I L I E S

The Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program provides income support 
to extremely impoverished children and their families. 

Illinois spends about 4% of its 
federal and state TANF funding 
on basic assistance. This is far 
below the national average of 21% 
in spending on cash assistance.1 
Research shows children living in 
extreme poverty experience more 
educational deficits, chronic health 
disparities and socio-emotional 
deficits than other children their 
ages.2 This impacts their brain 
development and leads to a host 
of negative life outcomes. Further, 
national research finds that, on 
average, child support contributes 
to 40 percent of family income 
among poor custodial families 
receiving child support; and, without 
child support, child poverty would 
increase by 4.4 percent.3 
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	► Increase monthly TANF grants to 50% of the 
FPL. Increasing the cash grant amount to at least 
50% of FPL would lift a quarter of Illinois children  
living in extreme poverty out of extreme poverty, 
which would lead to improved economic, health 
and educational outcomes. This can be done by 
allocating federal TANF funds, without the need 
for new state dollars. 

	► Implement a full pass-through and disregard 
policy for TANF families receiving child support. 
Families living in extreme poverty greatly benefit 
from receiving pass-through payments. Full pass-
through payments serve as additional incentive 
to non-custodial parents to pay child support 
when they know the money will go directly to 
the children as well as strengthen relationships 
between children and the non-custodial parent.  
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Research shows that cash assistance 
to families experiencing poverty can 
improve children’s health and academic 
achievement, which in turn can lead to 
better health and higher earnings in 
adulthood. It also reduces the likelihood 
that a family will become involved 
with DCFS.  The noncustodial parent’s 
continued involvement best serves the 
family unit especially their children. 

I M P A C T
Colorado was the first state to enact 
a full pass through and disregard 
policy, meaning that 100% of the child 
support collected on behalf of TANF 
recipients is passed through to the 
family and disregarded for purposes 
of TANF eligibility. Minnesota has also 
implemented a pass through provision.  
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