
The Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program provides income support 
to very needy children and their families. However, the TANF grant is not nearly enough 
for families to meet their basic needs, including rent, utilities, clothing, personal hygiene 
products, diapers, transportation, etc. To qualify for TANF benefits, adults must work or 

participate in work-related activities for at least 20 hours per week.

TANF Benefit Levels Are Too Low

 Ü Today the cash assistance grant for a family of three in Illinois is worth less than 
25% FPL.

 Ü The monthly TANF grant has increased only twice in the past 20 years and has 
lost nearly 30% of its purchasing power.

 Ü The monthly grant for a family of 3 living in Cook County today is $432. It is less 
in most other Illinois counties.

 Ü Research shows Illinois children on TANF experience deficits because they live 
in extreme poverty. This impacts their brain development and leads to a host of 
negative life experiences.

 Ü Comparatively, Illinois lags behind other states:
 • 10 states have increased their TANF grants since 2016.
 • Last year New Hampshire increased their TANF grant to 60% of the FPL.
 • Illinois spends only 5% of its federal and state TANF funding on basic 

assistance. On average, states spend 25%.

What the Bill Does

 Ü Increase monthly TANF grants to 50% FPL ($864 for a family of 3).
 Ü Equalizes TANF grants statewide.
 Ü Builds in an annual cost of living increase.

Creating Opportunity for Illinoisans in Need (COIN Act) 
SB3115/HB5135

Senator Mattie Hunter/Representative Mary Flowers

For more information contact:
Dan Lesser, Shriver Center on Poverty Law, danlesser@povertylaw.org, (708) 927-8796

Kimberly Drew, Heartland Alliance, kdrew@heartlandalliance.org, (773) 209-6015

Niya Kelly, Chicago Coalition for the Homeless, niya@chicagohomeless.org, (312)641-4140 
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