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22% 
of shelter 
residents 
surveyed have 

been turned away 
from shelters
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Services designed to prevent homelessness are also currently over-stretched Services designed to prevent homelessness are also currently over-stretched Services designed to prevent homelessness are also currently over-stretched Services designed to prevent homelessness are also currently over-stretched 
and cannot meet current demand and cannot meet current demand and cannot meet current demand 

The city reports in the State of the Plan that in 2005, 5,775 households in The city reports in the State of the Plan that in 2005, 5,775 households in The city reports in the State of the Plan that in 2005, 5,775 households in The city reports in the State of the Plan that in 2005, 5,775 households in 
Chicago received emergency homeless prevention assistance. Homeless Chicago received emergency homeless prevention assistance. Homeless Chicago received emergency homeless prevention assistance. Homeless 
prevention assistance is legal assistance or emergency cash assistance for 
rent, mortgage, or utilities.

While this is a signiþ cant number, reports from the þ eld suggest that the 
number of people teetering on the edge of homelessness is far greater:

Å In 2005, Catholic Charities received 30,000 calls for prevention assistance. 
 Catholic Charities is only one of more than 50 agencies serving families in 
 danger of homelessness

Å A June 2006 survey of shelter residents found that 32% have been turned 
 down for prevention assistance because of a lack of prevention funds.




